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Pea 2a NOT ETERS Dn patent ‘ se : 
A classic military snafu. 


“The Raid. 


a By Benjamin K Schemmer. < 


ed time and again to protect them- _ 
selves. After all, the Son Tay Raid was. ~ 
‘a dud in the same measure that the: 
“Ysraeli raid at Entebbe, Uganda, was 


- Wlustrated. 320 pp. New York: “Tq success. Lr ee 
Harper & Row. $10. “The Raid’ hardly answers all the 
ecasanerer na antccaeeeonetuamcensernitarreti ‘ questions about Son Tay—and indeed 
By KEVIN BUCKLEY 9°: -jt opens new controversies, But it is 
still valuable book. Benjamin F. 


“he Son Tay prison camp raid in’ “Schemmer is editor of Armed Forces 
November 1970 was one of the most ~.Journal—and quite obviously a “re-? 
“> controversial “and difficult to report “*kourceful insider. in the military estab- 
“* ‘episodes of the entire war in Inidochi- ). lishment. “From a. great variety’ of 
"na, With all the intelligence resources : . sources he has’ produced an engross: . 
“= that ‘were ‘supposedly at hand, how - ‘ing, detailed and often hilarious autop- ~~. S¢hemmer mak 
Lp was it possible that American raiders..:: sy of a classic military snafu. © See 
= could assautt.-a compound 23 miles." The most sensational suggestion in: 
“. from -Hanoi only to- find that. the. the book is that the raider inadvert= 
ot BOWS they-were supposed to rescue - ently gunned down. some 200 Russian ~ 
vate had long since been moved elsewhere? ‘Jor Chinese” troops in.the 26 minutes. _ 
-" The controversy deepened when it WaS_ they wer 2 on-the ground. In’ Schem- . 
Sos that well before the raid took’ — yyers telling, one part of the assault _ 
_ place there had been highly persuasive -~-gorce Janded by mistake 400 yards 
_ evidence available that the camp WaS- " from the objective at ‘a compound - 
ae already empty. SUSWEES. to: all sorts. “which intelligence had said was a Séc- 
: 1 questions ‘Were hard ne oe by." ondary” school. The force: was com- messages he 
Coan Se eae planned. "-manded by Col Arthuc D."Simons,.a.._ to 
2 “Telly Savalas look-alike and legendary” 
it deieniad lithiek: nae eR ERE “special operations” veteran - who 
“TY Kevin Buckley teaches at Boston~ packs his own. bullets at home in his - 


"elaborate that. it presented the camp. 
= as it would be seen in quarter-or half- | 
“moon light, by flares or in almost total ©: 
darkness. Needless to say, the planners” 
of the raid had ‘some.of the highest:.| 

‘security - clearances ~ ever issued, ‘Yet s 

‘one’ of: them ‘was. temporarily denied. 

access :to- meteorological, information | 

at a crucial time. because he didnot. 

have the proper clearances to hear the. 

‘weather reports. :.) SS EGes 

"Then there was. the f the baby 

water buffalo that people-in. the White - 

House and Henry Kissinger especially 4 

: were sure the. raiders had. taken back” 
from Son Tay-as:a mascot. Just where: 

the story started is unclear according ‘ 

to. Schemmer, but “Henry Kissinger’ 
apparently got some very strange in- : 
telligence briefings.”:. The -~ raiders: 
‘denied having kidnapped any animals: 
put the White House, fearful of new 
embarrassments, ‘ordered ‘the ‘helicop- 
ters to be examined, The investigators, 
“undoubtedly equipped with top secret : 
‘ security ‘clearances, ‘did find traces of * 
-water buffalo ‘dung. Schemmer leaves: 
the episode asa mystery but the ans," 
: ; ; . “gwer seems clear enough. Some’of the 
Approved For Release 2005/01/13 : CIA-RDP88-01350Rees200naD oN Nig stepped in it | 
quite as literally as the Pentagon and 
“White “-House -had © figuratively in”, 
lannchine the raid. ~? See 


